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THE REGULATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
OF HIGHLAND FOLKLORE
§1
The International Festival of Highland Folklore in Zakopane is a presentation of the
achievements of amateur folklore groups in the field of music, song, dance, rite and custom,
taking into consideration the total wealth of the traditional folk culture of various mountain
regions. The aim of the Festival is to protect and propagate traditions, to strenghten
attachments between people from other regions and countries, as well as the cultural
education.
§2
Only groups living permanently in the highlands who cultivate the tradition of their own
ethnographic region are allowed to take part in the Festival. The only exception to the above
rule are homogenous ethnographic groups living at present outside their region.
Groups from the lowlands presenting programmes based on mountain folklore are not
appropriate for the Festival.
§3
Professional groups as well as groups consisting of children /up to 16 years of age/ and those
using mechanical music /e.g. playback/ are not allowed to take part in the Festival. The
children are not allowed to take part in the Festival in the third category.
The groups are not allowed to use the mobile microphones; they can only use the
microphones provided by the organizers.
§4
The Festival is a contest with participating groups who would like to compete with. The
participants of the contest will be evaluated by the international Jury in three equal categories:
1. Traditional Groups
2. Groups showing programme artistically arranged
3. Stylized Groups
1st Category: Traditional Groups
Groups present the program based on the local Highlanders folklore. Presentation of the rites,
customs, costumes, music and song must refer to the period that was formed in the given
historical period. Costumes, music, dance and all the props should be traditional. The
presented dances, music, rites and customs should keep their traditional form adapted only to
the dimensions of the scene (but only in indispensable range).
2nd Category: Groups showing programme artistically arranged
Groups present the programme based on the folklore of the mountain regions of their own
country. In this category it is allowed to create the choreographic forms and music
elaborations, which however do not deform the Highlanders folklore of the presented region.
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It is not allowed to use any other instruments than the traditional ones, foreign motifs in
dances, music, song and costumes. The costumes worn by the group members can be the
reconstructions of the authentic ones.
3rd Category: Stylized groups
Groups present the programme, (like in the 2nd category) based on the folklore of the
mountain regions of their own country. The presented programme should be creative, author’s
elaboration inspired by the traditional Highlanders folklore in all aspects of the presentation:
dance, music, song and costumes. Using mechanical music /playback/ is not allowed.
§5
Groups taking part in the Festival are obliged to state to which category they want to belong
to. The Jury has the right to change the category of any group, in case the category which
the group has chosen appears to be incorrect.
The groups are obliged to deposit in the Festival’s Organizing Office the detailed description
in writing of their competitive presentation by July 15th. The fulfilling of this duty guarantee
acceptance to the competition.
§6
The performance of each group may last no shorter than 25 minutes and no longer than 30
minutes. Each group taking part in the Festival is obliged to prepare, apart from the regular,
contest programme, the additional 3 minutes, 8 minutes and 20 minutes programmes. The
number of people taking part in the programme can not exceed 35. The maximum number of
groups’ members, including drivers, can not exceed 40.
Every group which exceeds the time and/ or people quantitave limites will be subtracted by 5
points.
All of the above conditions refer also to the non-competing groups.
§7
PRIZES AND DISTINCTIONS
The Jury has at its disposal 3 prizes for each of the three categories.
* The First Prize
“Golden Ciupaga” /i.e. highlanders axe, used by the mountaineers in
the Tatra mountains/
* The Second Prize “Silver Ciupaga”
* The Third Prize “Bronze Ciupaga”
and the regular distinctions in the form of the “Parzenica góralska”, given to the groups,
which do not win any of the main prizes, for good or very good presentation of parts of the
programme /e.g. dances, singing, customs/
There will also be several additional prizes and souvenirs from the institutions and
organisations taking part in the preparations of the Festival. The Organisers will also give
the money prize of 4000 PLN to the winners of “Golden Ciupaga”.
§8
Performances of the participating groups will be filmed and recorded for presentation
as well as scientific purposes. The groups will not receive any fees, and the organisers will
not pay any costs connected with the law on copyright. The organisers reserve for themselves
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the right to record any performance.
§9





If a group uses its own coach, the organisers will cover the costs of fuel used on the
territory of Poland, up to 500 PLN. Those costs must be connected with the programme
of a group stay in Poland. The organisers will not cover any additional costs connected
with the use of foreign coaches /e.g. repairs/ and the costs of additional travels of a group
in Poland.
If a group arrives by train or plane, the organisers will take care of their transportation to
Zakopane from the nearest stations of international communication in Poland. The groups
should book the return tickets for themselves.
The organisers will cover the costs of board and accommodation (tourist standard) for the
groups during their stay in Poland.
§ 10

The deadline to send the application form, together with full documentation expires on 15th of
March. It is essential to send a video tape or DVD or other audiovisual carrier with the
group’s programme, photographs of a group as well as information about a group itself and its
region.
§ 11
During the Festival, the International Folk Instrumental Groups as well as the Folk Musicians
and Folk Singers Contest in 4 following categories will be held:
 folk instrumental groups
 folk musicians- soloists
 folk singers groups
 folk singers – soloists
The bands taking part in the review are the same as bands accompanying the songs and
dances of the groups. The participation in the review is obligatory in minimum 1 category.
Prize-winners of the other contests and reviews invited by the organisers are allowed to take
part in the review.
§ 12
1. The repertoire of the instrumental groups and soloists should contain folklore of the region
of origin of a given group. The performance of band and folk singers group should last no
shorter than 8 minutes and no longer than 10 minutes. Each soloist /singer or player/
should sing or play three pieces in 5 minutes.
2. The review of the instrumental folk bands, soloists, is a contest. It will be judged by
a Jury, composed of specialists in folk music.
3. “Golden Zbyrkadła” /highlanders bells/ are the prizes in this contest . There will also be
special distinctions in the form of gifts. All the participants will receive diplomas.

